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This year has been another remarkable chapter for the Liberal Democrats in the Western Counties, as our strength and influence continue to grow. At last year’s conference, Lisa and Ian shared their ambitions to take control of Gloucestershire and Wiltshire. I am delighted to report that we achieved exactly that. My thanks go to all our colleagues whose dedication and hard work made this possible.
Building on last year’s Chair’s Report, I can now proudly say that we have Liberal Democrat leaders in every upper-tier authority across the region, with the exception of Bristol and Swindon. Coupled with our highest number of MPs in over a century, this firmly establishes the Western Counties as the Liberal Democrat stronghold.
Our success would not have been possible without the tireless efforts of our campaign managers Billy, Holly, and Tim, whose commitment has been instrumental in consolidating our parliamentary seats, securing victories in local elections, and driving momentum in council by-elections across the region. We are fortunate to have such talented staff, and I would also like to acknowledge the invaluable contribution of our former campaign manager, George Tomlin, who in his role as Head of Campaigns for Western Counties and Devon & Cornwall still helps our region.
A special thank you must also go to our Regional Office team and the Executive. The countless voluntary hours you have given are crucial to everything we have achieved and I look forward to building on this momentum together in the year ahead.
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