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Minutes of the Western Counties Liberal Democrats  AGM held on 16th November  2024 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Bill Crowther, Christine Cockcroft, Merche Clark, Virginia Murray, Sarah Duke MP Ros Savage MP 

 2. Chair’s Report
Paul Fox reported on a very successful year with the election of 15 Liberal Democrat MPs in the region, winning overall control of Dorset Unitary Authority and Gloucester City Council.

Paul thanks all who have contributed to this success with so much hard work and dedication.  He gave particular thanks to the hard-working staff team in the region.   

3. Treasurer’s Report
Paul explained on behalf of the Treasurer Merche Clark that the 2023 accounts have been approved by the independent examiner and submitted to the electoral commissioner.
It was agreed:
· That the accounts for the year ending 31 December 2023 be approved
· That the financial report be noted 
· That Matthew Green be re-appointed as the Independent Examiner
· That the subscription income remitted to the Regional Party by the Party in England (as determined under Article 6 of the Articles of the Party in England) shall for 2025 be divided between the Regional Party and the Local Parties as 100% to the Regional Party. 

4. Constitutional Amendment
The following amendment to the Constitution were proposed about membership of the Executive.
The motion was proposed by Malcolm Hewson and seconded by Clare Cape.
It was agreed to:
Delete 4.2 (f) as in practice a leading Councillor has not been elected by the Local Authority Councillors.
To amend 4.2 (g) to read as follows
‘Up to nine additional members to be co-opted by the Regional Executive. Co-opted members shall have the same rights, including voting rights, as elected members.  The power of co-option shall be used to ensure that there is member of the Executive with a responsibility for liaison with a geographic set of Local Parties and related Council Groups within the Region where no Sub-Regional Group exists, and,  inter alia, to ensure that there is fair representation of underrepresented communities in the Region, taking into account race, religion, age, disability, gender or sexual orientation and that this would create a composition of the Executive that reflects the community within the Region, and to ensure that the Executive includes at least one principal Councillor’



5. Nominations and Election of Officers and members of the Executive 
Jacuie Gammon, the Returning Officer joined the meeting and confirmed the following results for appointments to the 2025 Executive.  No elections will be held and posts are held for 2 years.
Chair						Fergus Ustianowski
Candidates Committee Chair 		Crispin Allard
Treasurer 					Merche Clark 

6 Ordinary Executive Committee Members
Bill Crowther
Malcom Hewson
Humphrey Harding
John Hassall
Ben Nutland
Dorothy Webb 

6. Elections of English Council Reps
Nominations had been received from
Michael Dickenson,  Judith Cole, Sharon Cox, Kay Barnard. Richard Pinnock. Paul Strausbergur. Katherine Howells, John Hassall, Humphrey Hardy,  Crispin Allard
In addition the following were nominated at the meeting
Clare Cape.  Nominated by Louise Harris Seconded. Gavin Grant
Louise Harris. Nominated by Ben Nutland Seconded by Claire Jackson
Malcolm Hewson Nominated by Louise Harris Seconded by Fergus Ustianowski
Dine Romero. Nominated by Louise Harris Seconded by Fergus Ustianowski
Zeb Macintosh. Nominated by Louise Harris Seconded by Fergus Ustianowski
Mohammed Rashid. Nominated by Louise Harris Seconded by Fergus Ustianowski
Neil Halsall. Nominated by Louise Harris Seconded by Fergus Ustianowski
Dorothy Webb. Nominated by Louise Harris Seconded by Fergus Ustianowski

10.  Close of meeting
Paul Fox was thanked for his important and much appreciated work for the region on behalf of everyone.  
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